
A Few Days of Rail Trail Property Research  

– Ryan Conner, Swampscott resident
 

I'm not a real estate lawyer, but I know for every property I bought, I have received a copy of the deed and plan. 
These documents define what I bought, how many square feet I own, and where I can build a fence along my 
boundary. They are the basic foundation for a real estate transaction (along with the money).  This should be the 
case with you as well. 

With all of the recent discussion about who owns what around the proposed rail trail I took it upon myself to 
review public assessment information and the recorded deeds and plans to many properties abutting the 
railroad/utility corridor.  This research has convinced me of the following: 

No abutter could have believed at the time they purchased their property that they were buying, and 
therefore owned, any part of the railroad / utility corridor land.  

Why?  Here is the short answer:      

- Deeds to abutting properties do not include any reference to ownership of the former railroad / utility 
corridor land.   

- Recorded plans referenced in the deeds to abutters clearly show the lots abutting – but not including – 
the former railroad / utility corridor land. 

- Town Assessor records for each and every lot abutting the railroad/utility corridor reference the deed into 
each owner and show each lot as abutting – but not including – the former railroad/utility corridor land. 

- No abutter has paid real estate taxes on the railroad/utility corridor land for the past 50+ years. Every 
single abutter, has allowed the utility company to pay all real estate taxes on the land. No abutter has 
ever pursued a claim of ownership of the railroad/utility corridor land. 

 

For those of you interested in more detail, below is the long answer together with copies of deeds, 
assessor records and recorded plans showing exactly what I found. 

I have checked the online source for Swampscott property data to help determine where the property lines are 
according to the public records. The website is http://swampscott.patriotproperties.com/default.asp. Patriot 
Properties is the host of the Town of Swampscott property data.  All deeds for all properties in Swampscott are 
inputted into this comprehensive database.  Here you can enter a name or address of any property to get the 
public history of ownership.  

I encourage anyone who is interested to insert their own property address or any of the rail trail abutter 
properties addresses; it is all public information, just click on the link above. 

Below I have included screenshots of 5 different locations on the rail trail where you can see for yourself what 
the public records show as the extents of the property.  All of the addresses that I have checked show the 
railroad/utility corridor outside of the abutter’s property. In the screenshots (and online) the property is identified 
by a bluish line, the road is white and you can see the rail trail in tan as not part of the listed property. This is 
typical for all rail trail abutter properties I have looked at.  Again, these are public records. I have blocked out the 
names of the owners and used red to identify the properties and the utility / rail trail corridor.   

To double check the info on the Patriot Properties website I went to the Southern Essex County Registry of 
Deeds and pulled 2 properties on Morton Road, one on Humphrey, one on Lexington Park and the 
corresponding recorded plans. Below you will find the deed/mortgage information for these properties where it 
clearly states that each of these properties is bounded “by the Boston and Maine R.R”.  This is consistent with 
how each property is shown on the recorded plan that corresponds with each deed/mortgage.  None of these 
properties are shown as occupying any portion of the railroad/utility corridor according the Southern Essex 
District Registry of Deeds, the public source of information for ownership information in Essex County.  
 
 



 

Here are properties at 95 Bellevue Rd and 85 Morton Rd: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Here is the 85 Morton Road Deed from 2016. The verbal description, starting with the 
word 'NORTHWESTERLY' corresponds to the Southern Essex District Registry of Deeds Map below. The 
property does not occupy the rail trail. 

 



Below is the Southern Essex District Registry of Deeds Map of Morton Rd that corresponds to the deed 
above. (I added the 2 addresses for clarity).   

 

From:  Book 35, Page 29: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Here is the 27 Morton Road Deed/mortgage from 2009: 

 
 
The verbal description above, starting with 'NORTHWEST' corresponds to the map as well. The property 
does not occupy the rail trail.  (SEE MAP ABOVE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Here is the 933 Humphrey St Deed from 2015: 

 
 
 
 



Here is the corresponding plan for 933 Humphrey St from Patriot 
Properties: 

 
Again, no abutter property in rail trail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Here is the 5 Lexington Pk Deed from 2005: 

 
 



Here is the corresponding plan for 5 Lexington Park from Southern Essex 
District Registry of Deeds: 
 
From: Plan book 1941, plan 271: 

 
Again, no abutter property in rail trail. 
 

 


